Curious Kittens Nursery 2016/17

An exceptional
community…

Curious Kittens Nursery and Kids Club
Our children say ...
“It’s fantastic, brilliant and every other word I can think of that’s good.” Callum
“It’s fun.” Sienna

Our parents say ...
“Overall I cannot express enough praise and gratitude to all the staff at
Curious Kittens for the care they provide. Although I know the work they do
behind the scenes is amazing, it is the personal and emotional relationship
they build with the children and parents that sets them apart.” Lucy

“I am happy very happy with everyone and everything about the nursery.” Donna

Ofsted say ...
“Children settle extremely well, making excellent individual progress.”
“The skilled staff team work together exceptionally well to meet the individual
needs of each child. Consequently children are sensitively supported in their
progress and development in order to achieve their full potential.”

www.ofsted.gov.uk : URN 117107 and 117108

Monday to Friday 8.15am-5.30pm excluding bank holidays
Kings Road Centre
Kings Road, Devonport
Plymouth PL1 5QG
t: 01752 305345
Goschen Centre
Saltash Road, Keyham
Plymouth PL2 2DP
t: 01752 305060
e: curiouskittensnursery@cityplym.ac.uk
Website at http://www.cityplym.ac.uk/curiouskittens

Welcome 
Curious Kittens Nursery cares for the children of the
students and staff of City College Plymouth, and, when we
have available places, of the families that make up our local
communities.
We have nurseries on site at both the Goschen Centre and
Kings Road campus, and work together as a cohesive team to provide
consistently exceptional care for children and their families.
We are proud of our friendly, warm and vibrant nursery communities, in
which everyone matters. We work hard to ensure that every child in our
care stays healthy and safe, enjoys a feeling of well-being, has a voice and
makes a contribution, and achieves to their fullest potential.
At Curious Kittens we recognise that settling into nursery is a big step for
children and for their families, and we work with you to find out as much as
possible about your child to ensure that children are very well supported in
settling in, and, when the time comes, in moving on to their next stage in
their learning and development.
As we are busy and popular settings, if you would like a place with us, we
urge you to apply as soon as possible, giving us as much information as
possible about your specific requirements.

Holiday Activity Days
We host themed family activity days during the holidays for our
nursery children and as an occasional holiday provision for
children aged 5 to 11 years – please check with the offices for
availability.
Please contact us if you require any information or have any questions.
Julie Griffiths
Nursery Manager

Enjoying Making a Contribution
Our days at nursery
At Curious Kittens our days are fun-filled and busy. We recognise that
children learn best through play, and when their individual needs and
interests are met. We ensure that children are able to learn and develop to
the best of their abilities, through observing and interacting with them, and
planning activities and opportunities to inspire and extend.

Our days are reassuringly structured around daily routines and happenings
whilst offering plenty of flexibility and opportunities for spontaneous play,
both inside and out.
We have created a multi-cultural and inclusive environment that nurtures
children and their unique ideas, interests, thoughts and dispositions so they
become confident and happy learners.
Working in close partnership with families ensures we really get to know
your children. Our professional and well qualified and experienced team of
practitioners are committed to meeting each individual child’s needs and
keeping them safe.
We have robust policies and procedures in place that are rigorously followed
by all the nursery team. These are available on our nursery website.
Our approach is ‘open door’ - we provide regular newsletters and updates,
and are always happy to meet informally or formally to discuss your child’s
progress, share special moments, and offer support or any advice or
guidance you may require.
Most importantly, children who attend Curious Kittens enjoy an atmosphere
which is caring, nurturing, exciting and inspiring.

Wellbeing and Achievement
At Curious Kittens we follow the Early Years Foundation
Stage (EYFS) - this is the statutory framework issued by the
Department of Education, in place to ensure children enjoy
the best possible start in life.
The EYFS states that children are born able, ready and
eager to learn, and to do so they need opportunities to interact
in positive relationships, in enabling environments. It recognises that each
child is unique, and will have individual learning and development needs.
To learn effectively, children need to be able to play and explore, be
supported in becoming active learners, and to think creatively and critically.

The EYFS has been carefully structured to support observation, assessment
and planning for the learning and development of the youngest children in
key areas, which are as follows.
Three prime areas:
physical development
personal, social and emotional development
communication and language.
Four specific areas:
literacy
mathematics
understanding of the world
expressive arts and design.

All areas of learning are interconnected and support the skills abilities
and knowledge that a child is likely to learn in the vital years between birth
and five years of age. For children under three years the emphasis is on the
prime areas as fundamental to later learning.
Each child has a key person who has a special responsibility for making
each child feel special, cherished and thought about when they are away
from home.
Your child will have a ‘Learning Journey’ - a folder that celebrates their
achievements and progressions, with contributions from practitioners,
children and their families. It is a lovely record of your child’s time at nursery,
including photographs, observations and their creations, and always
accessible.

Keeping Healthy and Safe
Progress check at age two
The EYFS requires practitioners to review a child’s progress between the
ages of two and three, and provide parents and/or carers with a short written
summary of their child’s development in the prime areas. This progress
check identifies the child’s strengths, and areas where progress may be less
than expected.
Whilst recognising that all children are different, if there are any significant
emerging concerns, this is an opportunity for practitioners, in partnership
with parents and if needs be other professionals, to put support in place to
enhance a child’s potential to make the best possible progress.

Lunch and snacks
We provide snacks for our children mid-morning and mid-afternoon,
consisting of healthy, organic and locally sourced produce where possible,
with occasional treats. We encourage the children to make healthy choices
at snack - a time for them to develop their social skills.
Hot meals, prepared daily on the College premises,that are healthy, balanced
and nutritious, are available optionally for Curious Kittens children. They can
be ordered a week in advance from the Nursery offices. If you prefer, you can
bring in packed lunches.
We will ask you to let us know about any special dietary requirements when
your child enrols.

Healthy Nursery
We have a commitment to keeping our children well, and have robust
sickness and medicine policies in place. We inform our parents if there are
any cases of infectious conditions within the nursery.
We have experienced SENDcos at each of our settings, ensuring that
the needs of all are children are fully met.
At Curious Kittens we are totally committed to safeguarding our community.
We have Safeguarding Officers at each of our nurseries, on hand, to
discuss any concerns that arise - in addition we liaise with the Advice and
Assessment team at Plymouth City Council to ensure we are meeting our
obligations to keep children safe.
At induction/settling sessions you will have the opportunity to let us know
about any special requirements your child may have, for example allergies,
or on-going conditions, so we can care for them effectively when they are at
nursery.

Opening Times/Fees
Session times
Full day: 8.15am to 5.30pm
Half day 8.15am to 12.45pm or 1.15pm to 5.30pm

During holiday times we amalgamate at the one site to ensure ongoing care and
provision during our quieter times.
Please contact the nurseries for up to date information regarding fees and
funding.

Help with fees
Most students are eligible for funding to cover childcare costs, please
contact City College Plymouth Student Funding team on 01752 305381 for
information.
We accept childcare vouchers issued by employers, which reduce national
insurance and income tax contributions - please check with your employer.
All three and four year olds, and some two year olds, are entitled to receive
government funding which allows them up to 15 hours free per week.
Please contact the nursery for further information around eligibility criteria
and funded weeks during the autumn, spring and summer terms as
dates vary from year to year.
Parents may be able to claim tax credits - please contact your local
tax office or see the government we bsite for information and current
updates.

College Term Dates
Please see the City College Plymouth website for information around term
dates.

College Contacts
Curious Kittens Nursery (Kings Road)

01752 305345

Curious Kittens Nursery (Goschen)

01752 305060

Main Reception (Kings Road)

01752 305300

Main Reception (Goschen)

01752 305282

Student Services

01752 305803

Student Funding Team

01752 305381

